The " Lusitania " Incident

this Note that the declaration of the barred zones was caused
by the fact that all was not well with us, we could hardly expect
England would fall in with the proposal made at our suggestion
by Mr. Wilson, and thus allow us so easy a diplomatic triumph,
The President, however, after his rebuff from England, was
bound, in order to maintain his prestige, to bring all possible
pressure to bear on us, in the hope of compensating by diplo-
matic success in Berlin for his failure in London. My subsequent
attitude was laid down, but at the same time made more difficult,
by this interchange of Notes ; but, generally speaking, my per-
sonal action in the matter began with the Lusitania incident;
previous to this the negotiations had been entirely in the hands
of Berlin.
The Washington Government then for the present assumed a
waiting attitude, until such time as loss of American lives through
our submarine activities should compel its intervention.    With
regard to damage to property, the standpoint was consistently
maintained that claims for compensation for financial loss must
be fully met.    Every day might see a serious conflict, and this
possibility was a source of constant anxiety to us Germans in
the United States.    The American Government,  we   thought,
still underestimated the dangers of the situation, and failed to
take any measures  of  precaution.    In the middle of April I
held a meeting in New York, with the representatives of the other
German administrative departments, and in view of the great
responsibility incumbent on us, we resolved on the motion of
Dr. Dernburg to  issue a warning to the Press in the form usually
adopted for shipping notices.    As a rule^ these shipping notices
were published by the Consulate as a matter of routine.    Dr.
Dernburg having, however, been unable to come to an agree-
ment with the New York Consulate on the matter, I took upon
myself to issue the advertisement as from the German Embassy*
It ran as follows :
" Travellers intending to embark for an Atlantic voyage are
reminded that a state of war exists between Germany and her
Allies and Great Britain and her Allies; that the zone of war
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